
Rail Safety Tips for 
Farm Machinery 
Operators
No matter what type of farm machinery you’re 
operating, it’s crucial to stay alert around railway 
crossings. Most farm crossings are passive (they 
don’t have warning lights, bells, gates or signs), 
so you have to take extra care to cross safely. 
Be sure to follow these tips — they could save 
your life. 

STAY BACK
Never stop or park closer than 5 metres 
from the nearest rail. Allow extra room for 
front-mounted buckets and chemical tanks 
on farm tractors. 

LOOK AND LISTEN 
FOR TRAINS
When approaching a crossing, open cab 
windows, turn o� radios and fans, remove 
headsets and listen for oncoming trains. 
Look carefully in both directions, making 
sure to move your head and eyes around 
obstructions such as mirrors, windshield 
pillars and equipment. 

BEFORE YOU CROSS
Make sure your farm machinery is properly 
lined up with the railway crossing to ensure 
safe passage over the tracks.Take extra care 
to ensure the wheels cross the tracks at a 
90-degree angle, otherwise heavily loaded 
wagons and tanks could tip over.

Know the size of the machinery you’re 
operating, and make sure there is enough 
room on the other side of the tracks to 
fully clear the crossing without stopping. 
Remember that the back of your equipment 
should be no closer than 5 metres from 
the nearest rail! Ensure that farm tractors 
towing heavily loaded tanks and wagons 
will clear the crossing quickly and safely.

BE PREPARED
If you use a farm crossing regularly, be sure 
to keep the following information handy in 
case of an emergency: the location (railway, 
subdivision and mileage) and the railway’s 
emergency phone number.

KNOW YOUR EQUIPMENT
Some farm machinery isn’t easily transported 
across railway tracks. Never try to cross with 
low-slung equipment — it could get lodged 
in the rails. If you’re operating new farm 
machinery for the �rst time — especially 
heavy or wide equipment — make sure it can 
get across safely. Always contact the railway for 
assistance with any nonstandard equipment. 

TOWING EQUIPMENT
When towing equipment, always secure 
hitch pins with a pin key to prevent them 
from dislodging over rough farm crossings. 
Watch wagons and other equipment while 
crossing to make sure nothing dislodges or 
falls onto the tracks.

IF YOU GET STUCK
If you stall or get stuck on the tracks, get out 
of the vehicle or machinery immediately and 
move at least 30 metres away. Contact the 
railway company and let them know there is 
a vehicle on the tracks (most companies post 
their emergency numbers at crossings, either 
behind the crossbuck or on the signal house), 
or call 911.

REMEMBER: 
Winter conditions can be especially hazardous. 
Snow can mu�e the sound of approaching trains, 
and ice can cause your equipment to slide into 
crossings. Approach railway crossings in winter 
with extra care.  
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